SPAN 256B: Studies in Spanish Linguistics Winter 2023
Prof. Victoria Mateu Syllabus

Second Language Acquisition of Spanish Morphosyntax

Professor: Victoria Mateu

Email: vmateu@humnet.ucla.edu

Office: Rolfe 5330 | https://ucla.zoom.us/my/victoriamateu
Office hours: Thursday 1:30PM - 3:30pPM (PST) or by appointment

Course Description:

This course is designed to introduce you to current theories and empirical studies (naturalistic and
experimental) of the grammatical development of adult L2 Spanish speakers. We will investigate the
more widely studied areas of (morpho-)syntactic development such as agreement, tense/aspect/mood
marking, explicit and null arguments, verb argument structure, A- and A’-movement, as well as some
syntactico-semantic interface phenomena. We will explore these topics within the context of more
general questions about language development such as the role of the L1, (innate) grammatical
principles, input mode, as well as various performance-related and methodological issues. Although we
will focus on adult Spanish L2ers, we may also punctually discuss their development in comparison to
other Spanish populations, such as Heritage speakers or L3 speakers.

There are no prerequisites for this course other than basic knowledge of Spanish. No previous exposure
to first language acquisition literature is assumed. However, Spanish 204B (Spanish Syntax) or
equivalent is strongly recommended.

Class:
Classes are held on Tuesday, 3:00PM - 5:50PM (PST) in Rolfe 4330.

Course Materials:
Handouts and assigned readings will be posted on the course website:
https://bruinlearn.ucla.edu/courses/157472

= Required book:
o The Acquisition of Spanish by Silvina Montrul

Course Requirements:

All students are expected to do the assigned readings before lecture, attend all seminars, participate in
class, present papers, and submit a final project.

= Attendance and Participation (10%):

This is a discussion-based seminar, which means that attendance and active participation are
essential. This will require carefully reading and absorbing the assigned readings ahead of time and
being prepared to discuss your opinions and questions about those readings.

You are entitled to miss one class without any explanation or documentation. After this, you must
provide a legitimate excuse. Travel for conferences or to otherwise represent the university are
always excused. If you are unable to attend physically for some legitimate reason (e.g., not being
cleared to come to campus), a Zoom link will be provided so you can attend and participate virtually.


mailto:vmateu@humnet.ucla.edu
https://ucla.zoom.us/my/victoriamateu
https://bruinlearn.ucla.edu/courses/157472

= Paper presentations (30%):

Each student will present three papers to the class. You are expected to coordinate with me to
find a topic and paper to present at least 2 weeks in advance. Presentations should be
approximately 20 minutes long, accompanied by handouts or slides.

* Final Paper (60%):

Students will choose a morphosyntactic feature of interest, design an experiment or corpus study,
and submit a research proposal at the end of the quarter. The final paper will have four components:

i) The proposal for the topic you would like to explore is due Week 7, February 23 (Thursday) by
noon. Students will submit a two-page proposal of the overarching goal of their research
project and provide a roadmap to achieve that goal.

ii) A draft of the paper is due Week 9, March 9 (Thursday) by noon. The paper draft is required
but will not be graded.

iii) The presentation is a summary of your paper with a handout or ppt and will take place the last
day of class, March 14. Presentations will be about 20 minutes long with 10 minutes afterwards
for discussion and questions.

iv) The final paper is due on Finals Week (Wednesday March 22). The final paper will be an
improved and extended version of your draft -it should be 12-16 pages long double-spaced. It
must have a novel component to it, i.e. a construction or feature that has not been examined
before (from a particular lens), or a proposal that offers substantial methodological
improvements, and it must be theoretically motivated. The paper should have the following
format:

1. Introduction
1.1. Theoretical background
1.2. Previous research
1.3. Research questions and predictions
2. Methods
2.1. Participants
2.2. Materials and Procedure
2.3. Coding and analysis
3. Summary (discuss merits and broader impacts)

Final grade breakdown:

Participation 10%
Paper presentations 30%
Proposal 10%
Project presentation 10%
Final Project 40%




COVID-19 Policies

Campus policies may be modified. For current information visit: covid-19.ucla.edu.

Currently, UCLA does not require daily symptom monitoring, indoor masking and weekly surveillance
testing, although masking indoors remains strongly recommended. For these and other
recommendations and requirements — including information vaccines and boosters, isolation and
qguarantine, and entry to campus events — please see: COVID protocols at a glance.

If you are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or have been in contact with someone confirmed to
have been infected, immediately call the Ashe Center’'s COVID-19 Hotline at 310-206-6217. | will do
my best to support students who are complying with the requirement to stay home due to COVID-19
symptoms and/or a positive COVID-19 test. Contact me in advance if you need to stay home, and we
will make alternative arrangements for you.

Lastly, note that significant changes in the public health landscape could require UCLA to make changes
to instruction — including adjusting classroom density, shifting to hybrid or completely remote
instruction. The COVID-19 Pivot Plan (PDF) describes the criteria that will inform possible changes in
our operations. Please, stay alert to emails, and thank you for your cooperation!

Students with Special Needs

Students needing academic accommodations based on a disability should contact the Center for
Accessible Education (CAE) at (310) 825-1501 or in person at Murphy Hall A255 within the first
two weeks of the term, as reasonable notice is needed to coordinate accommodations.
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Class syllabus:
NB: Dates and coverage are subject to change.

*Mandatory book readings. See references for additional *mandatory readings and (*)strongly
recommended readings. Reading lists may be updated as the quarter progresses.

Week | Date | Topic Deadlines

1 1/10 | Theoretical Foundations
Readings: Montrul - Chapter 1, Sections 1-2, 5-6

2 1/17 | The nominal domain
Readings: Montrul - Chapter 2, Sections 1, 4-5

3 1/24 | The verbal domain
Readings: Montrul - Chapter 3, Sections 1, 4-5

4 1/31 | Subjects
Readings: Montrul - Chapter 4, Sections 1.1, 4.1, 5

5 2/7 Objects
Readings: Montrul - Chapter 4, Sections 1.2, 4.2, 5

6 2/14 | A-movement: Unaccusatives, Passives, Raising, Psych Verbs

Readings: Montrul - Chapter 6, Sections 1-1.4.1, 3-3.2, 4-5
Presentation: Erin Mauffray

7 2/21 | A-movement: Topic/Focus, Wh-questions, and Relative Clauses Proposal due
Readings: Montrul - Chapter 5, Sections 1-1.4, 4-5 (10%)
8 2/28 | Semantics and Pragmatics
9 3/7 Research Methods Draft due
10 3/14 | Presentations Presentation
due (10%)
Finals | 3/22 Paper due
(40%)
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Week 7: A’-movement: Topic/Focus, Wh-questions, and Relative Clauses
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Week 9: Research Methods
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